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Actions Undertaken
FOII has been fully aware of the insidious Hamas’ strategy against Israel at Gaza’s border during the
last six weeks. Having noticed that Hamas was preparing an outbreak of violence in order to harm
the Israel’s legitimacy to defend its borders, FOII prepared and launched a campaign, jointly with
the FOII-related High-Level Military Group (HLMG), to counter the Hamas’ propaganda and expose
the Hamas’ exploitation of Western media by using human shields.
Exposing Hamas’ real intentions
FOII reacted the same day that Hamas burned the Israel-Gaza border. In this regard, the HLMG
released the report: “Smoke & Mirrors: Six Weeks of Violence on The Gaza Border” (read)
explaining all the details of this ongoing crisis.

Colonel Richard Kemp report on Hamas’ campaign to burn down the Gaza’s border

The HLMG report revealed what are the real intentions of Hamas by arranging riots and
demonstrations at the Gaza’s border. The report is based on Colonel Richard Kemp’s observations
as well as a review of material produced by both sides and by the international community, and
discussions with Israeli government ministers and IDF commanders and lawyers. Colonel Kemp’s
views are though entirely his own, drawn from extensive personal experience of commanding
military forces dealing with similar situations in other combat areas, including use of terrorist tactics
in riot situations and military response using a range of measures including lethal force.
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The report notes that Hamas relies heavily on human shields - often women and children - who are
encouraged as well as forced to be present in locations where attacks originate. These moves are
taken with express aim of bringing about civilian casualties.
High-level Political Incidence
The report has been sent to top decision makers in the West, both Europe, the U.S. and at the U.N.
In Europe, the report has been received by all European Union Foreign Ministers, the President of
the European Parliament, and the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy Federica Mogherini.
In the U.S., the HLMG sent its report to the Chairs of Armed Services and Foreign Relations
Committees at the U.S. Congress and also to the top advisors of the National Security Council.
Also, on 18 May 2018, Friends of Israel Initiative Board Member Colonel Richard Kemp presented his
testimony in the Special United Nations Human Rights Council session on events at the border of
Israel and Gaza (full testimony here). Kemp pointed out, among other strong soundbites, that “The
truth is that Hamas, a terrorist organization that seeks the destruction of Israel and murder of
Jews everywhere, deliberately caused over 60 of its own people to get killed.” Kemp alerted the
Council the failure of blaming Israel for the Hamas bloody campaign at Gaza’s border.

Colonel Richard Kemp presenting his testimony in support of the Israel Defense Forces in the UN Human Rights Council at Geneva
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The report was echoed by media specialized in International Law, such as International Law Criminal
Bureau and also by the International Criminal Law firm 9 Bedford Row International.
Media Impact
Furthermore, before and during the crisis, FOII and HLMG members published op-eds in
international media, in order to uncover the real intentions of Hamas.
English-Speaking Audience
As a sign of truly anticipation, Colonel Richard Kemp published on May 13 an op-ed on Gatestone
Institute (read) warning about was to come next day at Gaza’s border. Colonel Kemp alerted clearly
that: “The Palestinian terrorist group Hamas is orchestrating a 'demonstration' at the beginning of
this week of up to 200,000 people on the Gaza border with Israel and is intent on turning it into an
orgy of death and bloodshed. If that happens, the UN and EU, human rights groups and many
Western media organizations will have helped bring it about.”

On May 15, Rafael Bardaji, FOII’s Executive Director and Davis Lewin, Director of the HLMG, both
published an op-ed in Conservative Home (read) highlighting infiltration operations masked as
civilian protests form the latest part of Hamas’ long-standing strategy of seeking to provoke
international outrage, by compelling Israeli actions that can be vilified and criminalized in the
court of public opinion.
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The same day, Colonel Kemp wrote and op-ed for The Telegraph (read) cautioning that “those who
wrongly accuse Israel of using too much force play into the hands of Hamas.”

Spanish-Speaking Audience
FOII also addressed the campaign to Spanish-Speaking audiences, since that audience has been an
historic strategic goal for the Initiative. For that purpose, influencing Spanish-Speaking audience in
support of Israel, the Rafael Bardaji and Davis Lewin op-ed on the Hamas’ bloody strategy on
seeking death to harm the Israel’s position in the world and assault Israel’s right to defend itself,
was published on El Medio, a Spanish-speaking online magazine focused on Middle East affairs.
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On May 17, Rafael Bardaji published and op-ed in La Gaceta (read) revealing the Hamas’ exploitation
of death as a first-hand witness at Gaza’s border. Bardaji highlighted that “Many of the images from
the Gaza Strip, duly controlled by Hamas, are simply an exercise in blatant manipulation”.
Social Media
Also, Social Media was used as an efficient tool to spread the lies of Hamas. FOII opened a BuzzFeed
story to inform in real time what was really happening at Gaza’s border which had a great
repercussion and also maintained an intense activity in Facebook and Twitter during the very days of
the crisis at Gaza’s border.
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Join the Initiative
www.friendsofisraelinitiative.org
info@friendsofisraelinitiative.org
On social networks
Facebook: Friends of Israel Initiative
Twitter: @Friendsisrael
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