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The West Must Rethink the Strategy against Jihadism
The Islamic State (IS) has threatened Europe again—specifically countries such as Portugal, France, or Spain. After 
the Paris attacks (in January and November 2015,) and due to the constant expansion of jihadist forces in the Middle 
East and North Africa, Western countries, above all Europeans, must implement new strategies in order to confront 
these threats and pave the way to a better future. 

Issues such as public policies regarding the refugee crisis, surveillance measures for citizens recruited by jihadist 
groups, home front approaches to avoid future attacks, and a reconfiguration of warfare against non-conventional 
forces, among others, have to be debated and thus redesigned in order to achieve a secure future for the West.  
The Friends of Israel Initiative, as an organization that has the future of the West as one of its core concerns, is al-
ready addressing all these issues. In the wake of Operation Protective Edge conducted by the Israel Defense Forces 
(IDF) against Hamas in 2014, we sponsored the High Level Military Group (HLMG), that after thorough research and 
analysis of the conflict, elaborated an assessment outlining that the IDF exceeded international legal standards in its 
use of force. Moreover, the assessment highlighted new circumstances that have emerged in the conflicts against 
non-conventional forces. The legal aspects of these kinds of conflicts, the use of human shields by terrorist forces, 
their operational activity in vast urban areas, the exploitation of the media using those special circumstances, are 
conditions with which the IDF has have to deal on several occasions, and Western forces should take note and adapt 
to them. 

The HLMG, given the key findings revealed in its assessment on the 2014 Gaza conflict, is addressing these disrup-
tive changes for home front security and warfare. In this regard, Western armies and Home Front corps have to con-
form to an environment where the Law, new technologies, and political strategy should undergo a process of analysis 
and rethinking. 

The result of this work is the HLMG new report: “Our Military Forces’ Struggle against Lawless, Media -Savvy Terror-
ist Adversaries.” The report is a comparative study analyzing nine operations carried out by Western forces in similar 
scenarios and it renders  important conclusions and principles to be closely considered. The study covers all these 
concerns and urges to consider new parameters in the war against terrorist forces at home and abroad, pointing out 
the difficulties for Western troops to engage in this kind of conflicts against non-conventional forces. 

The comparative study also found that “irregular and terrorist adversaries” often display “an extraordinarily well-devel-
oped ability to exploit communications technology and the media in order to influence the battle over political narra-
tives to strategic effect.” As Clifford May, president of the Foundation for the Defense of Democracies. echoed, in the 
war of ideas, the jihadists are paying little or no price for their bestiality. Along this vein, the reorganization of how our 
forces fight these enemies–non-State actors who do not comply at all with the Law of Armed Conflict, or the principles 
reflected in the Geneva Conventions–has to be founded in moral and political grounds. As Colonel Richard Kemp, a 
Board Member of the Friends of Israel Initiative and a member of the HLMG noted, the report “illustrates a new threat 
our forces are faced with—a political warfare strategy of our adversaries, terrorists, and insurgents, who fight with ut-
ter disregard for the laws of war or human rights.” This new scenario is not only a matter of operational changes, but it 
is also about the perception that this war, though hard, is worth fighting for. 

We are at a historic turning point -as Jose Maria Aznar, chairman of the Friends of Israel Initaitve, has often ex-
plained. Thus, besides a battle of innovation and strategy, which we are ready to deliver, a political and moral battle 
has to be delivered as well. 

Lord Weidenfeld: An Exemplary Man
Our hearts and feelings are with the family of Lord 
George Weidenfeld, who passed away on January 20. 
Lord Weidenfeld was one of the founding members of the 
Friends of Israel Initiative, but above all, he was an exem-
plary man who stood for freedom, peace, democracy, and 
human rights during his entire life.

Lord Weidenfeld was one of those few men who make 
history. He was very involved in the most elevated caus-
es of our times and was an exceptional witness to all the 
moments that have made our current world. Moreover, 
he taught all of us also a universal lesson for success 
and greatness: Never give up. In spite of having to flee 
to London after the annexation of his homeland, Austria, 

by Nazi Germany, he worked hard and became a renowned publisher, a generous philanthropist, a brilliant columnist, 
and an education programs leader at  the University of Oxford.

Lord Weidenfeld’s commitment focused on helping the oppressed and pursuing international peace, which led to 
overwhelming recognition by the most prestigious institutions and organizations in the West. He was knighted in 1969 
and appointed Knight Grand Cross of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (GBE) in 2011. Lord Weidenfeld 
was also awarded with the German Knights Commanders Cross of the Order of Merit (1991), the Austrian Cross of 
Honor First Class for Arts and Science (2002), the Decoration of Honor in Gold for Services to the County of Vien-
na (2003), the Italian Grand Officer of the Order of Merit (2005), the Order of Merit of the Land Baden-Württemberg 
(2008), and the Polish Bene Merito distinction (2011). 

Recently, the chairman of the Friends of Israel Initiative, Jose Maria Aznar, thanked and congratulated Lord Weiden-
feld for setting up and funding Operation Safe Havens, a mission aimed to rescue up to 2,000 Christian families in 
Iraq and Syria, who were suffering the terror of the Islamic State. As Aznar remarked then, Lord Weidenfeld’s commit-
ment is an outstanding moral example for Western civilization.

At the Friends of Israel Initiative, we had the great honor to have him as a founding member. We will forever be grate-
ful for his support and leadership as well as for his achievements as an exemplary man that defended all the dignity 
that the West has provided throughout history. Lord Weidenfeld will remain a guiding light for all of us.

Presentation of the New HLMG Report about The Use of Force 
against Terrorist Groups in The U.S. House of Representatives and 
at The Council on Foreign Relations
Following the assessment of the 2014 Gaza conflict, the High Level Military Group (HLMG) has released a second re-
port produced by a group of top military experts and analysts. The report is a comparative study on the use of military 
force against non-conventional forces: “Our Military Forces’ Struggle against Lawless, Media-Savvy Terrorist Adver-
saries,” which has been presented on February 2 and 3 in Washington D.C.

On February 2, the Council on Foreign Relations hosted three members of the HLMG, Lieutenant General David A. 
Deptula, Colonel Richard Kemp, and Ambassador Pierre Richard-Prosper. They made the presentation of the com-
parative study. Elliott Abrams welcomed the HLMG members and conducted short introductory remarks; and for his 
part, historian Max Boot led the roundtable discussion after the presentation. 

The presentation at the Council on Foreign Relations was followed by a wide and influential audience, from senior 
officials of the Department of Defense, the State Department, the National Intelligence Council, National Defense Uni-
versity, Senate and House Armed Services, and various policy organizations, to media outlets such as The New York 
Times, USA Today, US News & World Report, The Hill, Washington Free Beacon, Washington Examiner, Air Force 
Magazine, Diplomatic Courier,and Voice of America Radio Network. 
 
The next day, on February 3, Colonel Kemp and Ambassador Prosper briefed members of Congress about the HLMG 
findings. The event was hosted by Peter Roskam (R-Illinois), Co-Chair of the Republican Israel Caucus; Congress-
woman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-Florida), Chairman of the Emirates/Foreign Affairs Committee; and Congresswoman 
Jackie Walorski (R-Indiana) of the Armed Services Committee. The briefing was attended by a broad group of law-
makers from the Armed Services Committee such as Congressman Jim Cooper (D-Tennessee), Congressman Paul 
Cook (R-California), Congresswoman Vicky Hartzler (R-Missouri), and Congressman Brad Wenstrup (R-Ohio) as 
well as from the Intelligence Committee, the Foreign Affairs & Veterans Affairs Committees, Congressman Lee Zeldin 
(R-New York) and from the Israel Caucus Congressman, Tim Walberg (R- Michigan).
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Giulio Terzi “Moderate Iran is a Fantasy.” POLITICO, January 27
“The West should be wary of deepening ties with a regime that has stepped up arrests and judicial abuse.”
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“My conviction is that the best strategy to defend 
the West is to defend Israel” 

Jose Maria Aznar


