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The JCPOA Augurs a Dark Future 

 

The bad nuclear deal with Iran is a reality now. Last month, both the U.S. 
Senate and Congress have finally approved the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA); in Europe, major members of the EU, such as Spain, have 
begun to approach Iran for trade purposes. Meanwhile, Iran has started to 
acquire military satellite and aircraft-related equipment from Russia.  
 

As the Friends of Israel Initiative (FOII) has constantly reminded, the JCPOA is 
a bad deal that augurs a darker future, not only for Israel and the Western allies 
in the Middle East, but also for the entire world.  

 

Despite tireless efforts to stop it, the feared day after the deal has arrived; however, that in itself is no reason for giving up. On the 
contrary, FOII will closely keep watching and warning about the flaws of the JCPOA implementation, the breaches, the growth of 
Iran's malignant activities, and we will keep pursuing what deal supporters suppose will happen as well: a regime change in Iran 
that promotes coexistence and respects human rights.  

 
As hundreds of pundits and leaders have warned, the JCPOA has left Israel in a very detrimental position for years to come, be it 
in the Middle East, and be it globally.  
 

In the Middle East, the upcoming strong role of Iran threats to plunge the region into total turmoil. 
 

The power balance between Shia and Shiite will not lead to stability, peace, and coexistence — not to mention the Russian 
involvement in the region. According to Michael Rubin, there is no longer any doubt: empowering the Islamic Republic brings not 
peace and reconciliation, but rather weapons proliferation and regional instability. Indeed, the Middle East is in the midst of 
dramatic transformation where the rise of Iran as a major regional player will not improve Israel's position: Iran's genocidal 
intentions were highlighted again on September 9 by Ayatolah Ali Khamenei who stated that Israel will not exist within 25 years. In 
this regard, the JCPOA enables Iran not only to become a main actor, but it also opens the door to the secret development of a 
nuclear weapon. In addition, in order to defend its nuclear facilities from aerial attacks, Iran has already acquired advanced S-300 
air-defense missiles — and the military equipment from Russia aforementioned. In accordance with the historian Max Boot, we 
are seeing the dawn of the Iranian empire; thus, Israel and the West should be ready to face it.   
 

The other focal point of instability, the ongoing civil war in Syria, also threatens Israel's security every day. If the Islamic State (IS) 
keeps extending its power, the confrontation will be inevitable — and obviously very hard for Israel. On the other hand, if al-Assad 
finally achieves regaining control of his country, thanks to the Iranian support, Syria will be a powerful base for Iran's proxies such 
as Hezbollah, which will reinforce Iran's hand due to the lift of sanctions — in fact, as The Times of Israel reported on September 
22, Iran has already increased funds to Hezbollah and Hamas, its proxies in the region.  

 
The American policy of retreat from the Middle East and of leaving it in a sort of power balance between Iran and Shia proxies in 
the one hand and radical Sunni non-state actors, such as IS; on the other hand, is definitely a bad bet; and Israel is totally 
forsaken in the middle of a chaotic scenario. Amid constant tension and conflict, it is perfectly logical to presuppose that violence 
and the arms race are going to grow; deterrence is a standard for other frameworks, and the current actors have shown their 
determination to spread their power and influence in the Middle East via military and terrorist means. A clash among them can 
only trigger the collapse of the region.  

 
Regarding the Palestinians, who are undergoing a huge leadership crisis, presumed to end up in the breakdown of violence — as 
we are seeing in the Temple Mount incidents during the latest Jewish holidays and today — the JCPOA does not guarantee any 
success for the peace process. With Iran's support, Hamas will be strengthened and continue the war and terrorism against Israel, 
and the avenues of cooperation with al-Fatah would not be worth trying for the Islamist group.  
 

Worrying about Israel's future cannot make us forget that this move by the Obama Administration disregards the plight and 
persecution of Christians throughout the Middle East. As journalist and poet Eliza Griswold reported in The New York Times last 

July, we are witnessing the end of Christianity in the Middle East — by the way, the only safe haven in the region for Christians 
today is Israel.  
 

Beyond the Middle East, Israel's isolation does not seem to cease.  
 

The delegitimization of Israel as a Jewish and democratic nation-state in the international community will increase, as the 
perversion of international bodies such as UNHRC and ICC is showing through; the EU, while using commercial diplomacy with 
Iran, will use a negative approach with Israel, labeling goods from the settlements as well as funding anti-Israel NGOs. In spite of 
its flops, the BDS Movement is reaching global scope. Its intentions are very clear, as Norman Finkelstein, who is not precisely an 
Israel supporter, puts it: the BDS is a cult, which wants to destroy Israel. BDS is truly a mid-term threat to Israel's existence and it 
is has to be squarely confronted. Not only because it is unfair and does not bring positive contributions for peace and stability 
between Israelis and Palestinians, but also because, as Westerns, we have the moral duty to advocate against a discriminatory 
movement with double standards, which aims to destroy by economic means the only democracy in the Middle East.  

 
In conclusion, the JCPOA predicts a complicated future for Israel. Over the following years, Israel will need help in all fronts. As 
true friends, FOII will stand with Israel and will remain vigilant, because, among other reasons, as our chairman José María Aznar 
has stated the best way to defend the West is to defend Israel.  

 

 



FOII'S CAMPAIGN FOR A BETTER DEAL 

 

Since the JCPOA was signed in Vienna last July 14, FOII has carried out an intense campaign to encourage the U.S. Congress to 
demand the White House a better nuclear deal with Iran. Thus, FOII's leaders have published op-eds, analyses, and statements 
in the international media, such as The New York Times, The Hilland The Wall Street Journal, among others. 
• "Confrontation with Iran Is Inevitable", Jose María Aznar, The Wall Street Journal, August 5, 2015 
• "Congress must demand a better deal", Jose María Aznar and Lord David Trimble, The Hill, September 9, 2015 
• "World Leaders Tell US Congress: World Needs a Better Deal", FOII's Board Members Statement, The New York Times, 
September 8, 2015 
• "The battle of perceptions" Carlos Alberto Montaner, August 31, 2015 
• "The consequences of a bad deal with Iran", Ambassador John Bolton, Los Angeles Times, July 26, 2015 
FOII also sent letters to the majority and minority leaders in the House of Representatives Kevin McCarthy (Rep.) and Nancy 
Pelosi (Dem.), as well to the majority and minority whips Steve Scalise (Rep.) and Steny Hoyer (Dem.), warning them about the 
bad consequences that the JCPOA implementation and about the historic moment to encourage the U.S. government to reach a 
better deal with Iran.  
Despite that the JCPOA is going to be implemented and applied, FOII will keep on observing all the developments regarding Iran 
and its pernicious activities. During 2016, the fight for the future of Israel in a safe and stable Middle East does not end, so FOII 
will not give up. 

 

 

Is a Third Intifada coming? 

Since the beginning of the Jewish Holidays in mid-September, the world has witnessed the outbreak of the violence against 
Israelis in the Old City of Jerusalem. In the last attack, perpetrated by a Palestinian terrorist, were killed two Israeli citizens and 
one baby was injured. As an emergency security measure, Israeli authorities have closed temporary the access to the Old City to 
all Palestinians who are not residents there. 
The tension is growing and the PA President, Mahmud Abbas, has not called to calm in his last speech in the United Nations 
General Assembly; to the contrary, he has fueled the altercations —probably to restore his spoiled leader position.  
What is certain is that, as the Yediot Aharonot, the largest newspaper in Israel, has warned, a Third Intifada might be coming. 

Considering the pernicious consequences of the last two Intifadas for both peoples, a Third Intifada would dig the peace process 
in a deep hole, and the radical views of Hamas and other Palestinian terrorists groups would be strengthened. In the midst of a 
Middle East heading to a tectonic change, a big conflict between Israelis and Palestinians would provoke unpredictable outcomes 
—and negative.  
Therefore, it is time for Abbas to not cheer on the attacks, but to call openly to calm. The Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu has 
already asked Abbas for negotiations without preconditions, but the Palestinian President seems to prefer confrontation over the 
talks. 

 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/confrontation-with-iran-is-inevitable-1438813370
http://itk.thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/foreign-policy/252735-congress-must-demand-a-better-deal
http://www.friendsofisraelinitiative.org/uploads/FOII_NYTimes.pdf
http://friendsofisraelinitiative.org/article.php?c=171
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-bolton-iran-military-option-20150726-story.html


 

 

Lawfare Military Project Second Stage 

On 3-4 September, FOII held in London a meeting with military analysts and experts in order to delve into the second step of 
the Lawfare Military Project —one of the FOII's major undertakings for 2015: the development of different Case Studies of 
Employment of Western Military Forces. These case studies will be a pillar of the Global Comparison Report where the standards and 
procedures used by the IDF in Operation Protective Edge could be accurately measured against what other military forces actually do. 
The Global Comparison Report, as the final stage of the Lawfare Military Project, will constitute an invaluable tool in confronting 

potential actions by organizations such as the International Criminal Court, where Israel runs the risk to face potentially serious 
accusations. 

 

Annual FOII's Board Members Meeting 

FOII's Fifth Anniversary: Just the Beginning 
 
On September 16-18, the Annual Meeting of the FOII's Board Members took place in Dallas, Texas. For two days, board members 
attended panels and lectures led by keynote speakers on essential issues regarding Israel right's to exist and its international 
position, such as the bad deal with Iran, the BDS Movement, or the lawfare strategy against Israeli officials and leaders. Board 
members also celebrated the fifth anniversary of the Initiative and discussed on the agenda about current and coming challenges 
that Israel and the Western world face.  
 
FOII also welcomed in Dallas new board members that have joined the Initiative in 2015: John Baird, former Foreign Minister of 
Canada; Alexandr Vondra, former Foreign and Defense Minister of the Czech Republic; Uri Rosenthal, former Foreign Minister of 
Holland; Vikran Sood, former head of India's foreign intelligence agency, the RAW; and Pierre Richard Prosper, former United 

States Ambassador-at-Large for War Crimes. 

 

New Major Report Upcoming "Israel: A Vital Asset to the West" 

 

Shortly, FOII will release worldwide the report Israel: A Vital Asset of the West, which is a major paper 

explaining the technological, economic, military, and political benefits that Israel has provided to the 
West since its existence. The report also analyzes the legitimacy of Israel as a nation-state in the 
international community and some controversial issues such as the settlements, or the conflict with the 
Palestinians. On November 18, FOII's Chairman, Jose María Aznar, will present the report in the House 
of Commons in London. 

 

The Next Five Years in the Middle East in the Wake of the Iranian Nuclear 
Agreement 

The JCPOA augurs a darker and uncertain future for the world, but particularly for the Middle East. Dr. Shmuel Bar analyzes the 
JCPOA in depth: the timeline, Iran's commitments, the inspections and verifications regime, the position of the U.S., China, Russia, 
and Israel; and foresees some developments in the Middle East likely to happen in the next five years in the wake of the 
implementation of the bad nuclear deal with Iran. 
 
Read Shmuel Bar's  Working Paper. 

 

 

"Iran poses the most serious long-term threat to regional 
stability" 

Ehud Barak 

 

http://friendsofisraelinitiative.org/uploads/papers/pdf/FOI_Paper33.pdf
http://friendsofisraelinitiative.org/uploads/papers/pdf/FOI_Paper33.pdf


  

 

Your contribution is all the more welcome now that the Friends of Israel Initiative is up and running and you can 

be rest assured that it will be put to effective use to further the cause.  

 

Donate to Friends of Israel Initiative 

Friends of Israel Initiative is a qualified 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and contributions to Friends of Israel Initiative are fully tax-deductible.  

 

Our Employee Identification Number is 27-3480535. 
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Should you prefer not to continue receiving the Friends of Israel Initiative Newsletter, send an email to  

info@friendsofisraelinitiative.org 
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